THE GREAT STATE

merits in the organisation of industrial machinery.
As we have seen, this does not in itself settle the
question of the distribution of the products. It is
scarcely necessary to say that the Great State will
not tolerate the present injustice of this distribu-
tion. In a condition of society where all will have
equal chances of education and opportunity, it is
probable that the resulting work will be more equal
than it is to-day; and there will certainly be a
realisation that every citizen has an innate right
to a minimum share of the social products, which
will be handed over to him without excessive bar-
gaining as to return duties.

This development towards a communal minimum
has already begun in England and most civilised
states by the provision of such things as old-age
pensions, free elementary education, free roads, free
street lighting, free police service, public parks, and
municipal bands to play therein. If roads are free,
there is no possible argument against free railways;
if the turnpike gate has been swept away, it is idle
to think that the railway-ticket barrier will remain
eternally sacred. In England free meals at the pub-
lic schools have been already provided in urgent
cases; the process is extending, and it seems almost
inevitable that the provision of all meals for all
children is only a matter of time. Prom that to
the provision of clothes is a development of practice
and not of principle. Again, the basis of a free
communal medical service is already firmly laid
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